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Blue skies, baseball; it’s 
all behind us now. A16 
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NO RUSSIA CONSPIRACY 


Mueller: Trump, Russia had no pact to sway election 


President not accused or exonerated of obstructing justice 


By MATT ZAPOTOSKY and DEVLIN 
BARRETT ° Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - Special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller did not find that Donald 
Trump or his campaign schemed with 
Russians to interfere in the 2016 presi- 
dential election, according to a sum- 
mary released Sunday that the president 
immediately embraced as a “complete 
exoneration” even though Mueller 
reached no conclusion about whether 
the president obstructed justice. 

After anearly two-year investigation, 
Mueller’s findings seemed to dispel the 
cloud of conspiracy that has hung over 
the administration since its inception. 
But by delivering caveats alongside 
conclusions, the closing of the Mueller 
investigation opens the door to fiercer 
political fights over the president’s 
judgment and power. 

The four-page summary issued Sun- 
day by Attorney General William Barr 
declared: “The Special Counsel’s inves- 
tigation did not find that the Trump 
campaign or anyone associated with it 
conspired or coordinated with Russia 
in its efforts to influence the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election.” 

The letter notes that Mueller’s 
probe said no such conspiracy was 
found “despite multiple offers from 
Russia-affiliated individuals to assist 
the Trump campaign.” 

Barr said he and Justice Depart- 
ment officials separately determined 
that there was insufficient evidence to 
make an obstruction accusation against 
the president — though Mueller was 
not definitive on that point. 

Trump spoke to reporters at a Flor- 
ida airport Sunday afternoon, declaring 
that the dark cloud of suspicion that had 
hung over his administration since its 
inception had finally lifted. 

“After a long look, after a long inves- 
tigation, after so many people have been 
so badly hurt, after not looking at the 
other side, where a lot ofbad things hap- 
pened, alot of horrible things happened 
for our country, it was just announced 
there was no collusion with Russia,” the 
president said, declaring the findings “a 
complete and total exoneration.” 

See REPORT on A7> 


‘THERE WAS NO COLLUSION’ 
Speaking to reporters in Florida on Sunday, President Donald Trump declared satisfaction that a 
cloud of suspicion that had hung over his administration nearly since its inception was lifted. 


NOT STOPPING 
House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jerrold Nadler, 
D-NY., vowed to force the full 
disclosure of Mueller’s report. 


HIS PART IS DONE 


After 22 months of investiga- 
tion, Robert Mueller took a 
pass on deciding whether the 
president obstructed justice. 


MADE HIS OWN CALL 
Attorney General William 
Barr decided Trump’s actions 
weren't obstruction; said he’ll 
“release as much...as I can.” 


INSIDE, A6-7 
° Trump’s allies embrace findings on Russia; Democrats seize on obstruction question. 
e Mueller’s call on key question he was asked to decide throws issue into political arena. 


ONLINE 
Read the full text of Attorney General Barr's conclusions at startribune.com 
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By MARK LANDLER and MAGGIE 
HABERMAN ° New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump was in the private quarters 
of his Florida club Sunday afternoon 
when two White House lawyers briefed 
him on the details of Attorney General 
William Barr’s four-page summary of 
the Russia investigation. 

Trump, just back from around of golf, 
expressed vindication, though no great 
display of emotion, two people close to 
him said. An hour later, as he boarded 
Air Force One to fly to Washington, a 
very different Trump emerged. 

Speaking with barely concealed fury, 
he told reporters, “It’s ashame that our 
country had to go through this. To be 
honest, it’s ashame that your president 
has had to go through this.” He deni- 
grated the investigation, led by special 
counsel Robert Mueller, as an “illegal 
takedown that failed” and said those 
responsible for it should face scrutiny. 

Trump’s aides warned him not to 
react to the findings with a sense of 
triumphalism, people close to him 
said. But the president, who has long 
felt victimized by the Russia investiga- 
tion and the shadow it has cast over his 
legitimacy, presented Barr’s statements 
as an unalloyed victory. 

“There was no collusion with Russia,” 
he declared. “There was no obstruction 
and — none whatsoever. And it was a 
complete and total exoneration.” 

For Trump, it was a deeply satisfying 
endto one of the most fraught weekends 
of his presidency. Like everyone else in 
the country, he had been forced to wait, 
while in Washington, Barr and a small 
circle of officials at the Justice Depart- 
ment pored over Mueller’s report and 
decided what to make public. 

Trump’s remarks, aides said, were an 
early taste of how he is likely to react 
to his new political reality. He plans to 
attend a rally in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
on Thursday, which will give him a plat- 
form to go on the offensive. 

Trump was already at his club, Mar-a- 
Lago, when the special counsel submitted 
his findings to Barr on Friday afternoon. 
The lack of additional indictments was 

See TRUMP on A6> 


Fast-rising waters of Sauk River 
send Waite Park diners fleeing 


By ERIN ADLER ° erin.adler@startribune.com 


More than 40 people had to be rescued 
when an ice jam broke loose on the Sauk 
River in central Minnesota, triggering a tor- 
rent of water that trapped diners in a Waite 
Park restaurant. 

The ice jam broke about 7 p.m. Saturday, 
and the restaurant was full of fast-moving 
and frigid water within 30 minutes, said Patty 
Gaetz, whose husband, David, is a co-owner 
of Anton’s, which overlooks the river. 

“It happened really fast,” Patty Gaetz said 
Sunday. “It really was devastating.” 

Diners rushed out, leaving drinks that were 

still sitting on the bar Sunday morning. 


Park Fire Department, escorted or carried 44 
diners into raft-like boats. 

The rescues and speed in which the area 
flooded come amid concerns of wider flood- 
ing in Minnesota as river levels swell from 
snowmelt farther north. River towns across 
the region have been shoring up their flood 
defenses with levees and walls. 

Major or moderate flooding is expected in 
about two dozen locations, mostly along the 
Minnesota and Mississippi rivers, according 
to a National Weather Service (NWS) map. 

Every major location where the NWS mea- 
sures water levels “for some not-so-big and 
big cities, it looks like flooding impacts are 
going to be likely” over the next week, said 


Norway dream cruise becomes 
nightmare for Minnesota couple 


Rodney Horgen 
“I tried to grab her, 
but I just couldn’t.” 


By PAUL WALSH ° paul.walsh@startribune.com 


Rodney Horgen frantically tried to grab his 
wife as a massive wall of water crashed into 
their crippled Norwegian cruise ship. 

He counted 20 or more people riding the 
rapid water, along with chairs and tables: “I 
tried to grab her, but I just couldn’t.” 

She whooshed by twice more on the rol- 
licking ship before he was able to catch her. 

Hours later, the couple from the tiny town 
of Deer River, Minn., were among several 
hundred passengers rescued from the Viking 
Sky and hoisted one by one to a helicopter. 

“They looked like an angel coming to get 
ya,” Horgen said Sunday, recalling when he 


Emergency responders, led by the Waite See FLOOD on All> Rodney Horgen, on wife Judy Lemieux, above See CRUISE on A13 > 
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